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Confirmation of establishment in New Zealand of
Emesopsis infenestra Tatarnic, Wall & Cassis, 2011
(Hemiptera: Heteroptera: Reduviidae)
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Thorpe (2013) reported a single specimen of Emesopsis infenestra
Tatarnic, Wall & Cassis, 2011, representing a new record for New
Zealand, found in long grass on the University of Auckland Tamaki
Campus, in the suburb of St Johns, Auckland, on 10 June 2013. The
species has been collected only very rarely, with just four published
specimen records from outside New Zealand: 2 specimens from
Queensland; and 2 from the Loyalty Islands, New Caledonia (Tatarnic et
al., 2011: 12). Little is known of its habits, except that it is presumably
predatory and may be ground dwelling (Tatarnic et al., 2011: 15).

Lariviere, in her online Checklist of New Zealand Heteroptera (Insecta:
Hemiptera) stated “Emesopsis infenestra is not included in the checklist.
The species occurs in Australia and New Caledonia. A single specimen has
been reported from an urban habitat in Auckland (Thorpe, 2013 in
Biodiversity Data Journal). The fully winged specimen was found in an
area less than 9 km from the Port of Auckland and within 2 km of the coast
of the Auckland harbour and its main shipping lanes. No other occurrence
of E. infenestra in New Zealand has been reported. The 2013 single
specimen record may or may not represent a one-off exotic incursion. It is
not possible to say although there is so far no evidence of a self-sustaining
population of E. infenestra in the Auckland region”
(http://www.nzhemiptera.com/home/Heteroptera/Heteroptera-Checklist;
footnote, accessed 16/8/2016).
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On 16 August 2016, I found a second specimen of this species (Figures 1
& 2), also on the University of Auckland Tamaki Campus, under
Arthropodium cirratum (NZ rock lily, maikaika), near the pond. This
second record provides additional evidence that there may be a self-
sustaining population of E. infenestra in the Auckland region. Since the
species does not appear to be common anywhere in the world (with only 6
known specimens in total), two independent incursions at the same site,
three years apart, both of which I happened to have intercepted, is highly
unlikely and implausible. The species can therefore be confidently
assumed to be established in the area.

References
Tatarnic, N.J.; Wall, M.A.; Cassis, G. 2011: A systematic revision of the

Australian ploiarioline thread-legged assassin bugs (Hemiptera:
Reduviidae: Emesinae). Zootaxa, (2762): 1-30.

Thorpe, S.E. 2013: Emesopsis infenestra Tatarnic, Wall & Cassis, 2011
(Heteroptera: Reduviidae), genus and species new to New Zealand.
Biodiversity data journal, 1: €1004. doi: 10.3897/BDJ.1.e1004

Fig. 1. Emesopsis infenestra (16 August 2016 specimen, fore wing).
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Fig. 2. Emesopsis infenestra (16 August 2016 specimen, body length about
3.5 mm).



