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If you know little about weeds and their control, you will find this book 

useful. It is primarily aimed at home gardeners, but is also for regional 

councils, DOC staff and rangers. It provides information to help identify 

100 invasive weeds, guidelines on methods of control and suggestions for 

replacement plants. 

The weeds are arranged in four chapters: garden weeds, weedy 

groundcovers and fillers, weedy climbers and vines, and weedy shrubs and 

trees. Each plant in the chapter on garden weeds has a photograph of the 

weed and a paragraph describing the plant and giving non-chemical control 

suggestions as well as appropriate use of herbicides. The other chapters 

have two to three photographs and paragraphs headed: Know it, 

Understand it, Control it, and Replace it. In these sections, the weeds are 

arranged alphabetically by common names 

The introduction explains why some plants are regarded as weeds, how 

they spread, why people should care about invasive weeds, and what they 

can do. There is also a chapter providing technical information on methods 

for controlling weeds. This latter information is grouped for each type of 
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weed as defined by the chapter titles. This Chapter contains a lot of useful 

and practical information that will minimize the use of herbicides while 

ensuring that they give good results when they need to be used. For 

example they suggest that cut stumps of vines, shrubs and trees can be 

painted with herbicide. I would have liked to see this technique of painting 

weeds with appropriate herbicides extended to use for isolated ground 

cover plants and dandelions and oxalis in the garden weeds chapter.  

Under disposing of weeds, future editions of the book could add an 

alternative for taking to landfills weeds that are not suitable for composting 

or mulching, e.g. corms, bulbs, stems that can sprout. These weeds can be 

put in black plastic bags, or between large sheets of black plastic with 

sealed edges. Without light they will eventually die. Mulching them first 

will hasten the process. 

A key to how useful people will find this book is its ability to help them 

identify weeds in their garden or habitats they wish to protect. Like all 

books that only provide a selection of target plants, there must have been a 

lot of debate about what to include and what to leave out. The strangest 

selection I thought was in the chapter on Garden weeds. I am sure everyone 

will have their own list, though I suspect onion weed and oxalis would be 

in most people’s list. The control information on these weeds could 

usefully have added that it is best to apply herbicide before flowering, 

because the next seasons bulbs have not yet started to form. It would also 

have been better to have made clear that there are several weedy Oxalis 

species, not just the one illustrated, and that they all could be dealt with in 

the same way. 

The photographs are of high quality and show a lot of detail of the plants 

and will aid recognition, though the photographs of ‘Watsonia’ do not show 

clearly the distinctive bulbules on the flower stem. The text paragraph 

headed ‘know it’ is cluttered with background information about the origins 

of the plant that could more usefully be transferred to the next paragraph - 

Understand it. There is some descriptive information to aid identification 
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and this is probably the weakest part of the book. It would help if this text 

was highlighted and more information provided to help distinguish the 

weed from similar looking species. For example how does Japanese 

honeysuckle (Lonicera  japonica) differ from the garden varieties of 

European honeysuckles, and how does ‘convolvulus (syn. Greater 

bindweed; field bindweed) (Calystegia silvatica and Convolvulus 

arvensis)’ differ from other species of Calystegia and Convolvulus) in New 

Zealand, including the native species. It is odd that C. silvatica, which 

typically has white flowers is illustrated with a pink flower. This example 

on page 71 provides an strange example of jargon in a relatively jargon free 

book. Whenever there is an alternative name (common or scientific) this is 

indicated by the use of ‘syn.’ I know that this is short for synonym, but do 

lay readers. Why did the editor not use a more self explanatory term such 

as ‘other name’? 

If you need to identify a weed, first try going through the pictures in the 

chapter with the appropriate title, I you don’t recognize it there, try going 

through all the pages. The photos will work best if there is a flower or fruit 

on the plant. If you think that you know the name of your weed, use the 

index first. Plants are in ordered by common name and they nay not have 

used the name you are familiar with. The index also includes scientific 

names.  

If readers wish to have a more comprehensive guide to weed identification, 

The New Zealand Plant Protection Society has published one. 

An Illustrated Guide to Common Weeds of New Zealand Third Edition 

Ian Popay, Paul Champion, Trevor James (2010) 

New Zealand Plant Protection Society. 

RRP $59.99. Available from Manaaki Whenua Press.  
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