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This is issue number 50 of THE WETA, a landmark of sorts, and
perhaps a time to reflect on the purpose of this in-house magazine. To
the outside world the entomologist is often a strange beast, perhaps
involved with pest control, and of doubtful sanity. The general public
does not usually perceive that within the world of entomology there is a
vast range of interests, from dealing with agricultural pests to insect-
borne diseases. Besides this economic pursuit there are those students
of insects, both professional and amateur, who find the vast range of
insects, and their myriad adaptations, absorbing studies in their own
right. Insects have colonised the world, exploiting all niches except
the open sea, from the polar regions to the highest mountains, and from
icy springs to near boiling pools. Coupled with this is a vast spectrum
of size: while most people think of insects as universally small, their
range is astounding. For example the adult mymarid wasp, a parasite of
beetle eggs, is so small that it could fly down a tube having the
diameter of the giant axon of a cockroach. It is easy to show that the
neurons of this tiny insect cannot operate by conventional means.
Likewise the larvae midge, Polypedilum vanderplanki, can tolerate
total desiccation and in that state endure temperatures varying from
liquid helium to the boiling point of water. Given that probably about
half of the insect species in New Zealand are still undescribed, it is
obvious that there is much fruitful work for entomologists still to do.
This has been underscored in recent weeks by the sudden eruption of
the mosquito-borne zika virus, with its debilitating effects on the
unborn child. In New Zealand, the increase in tourist arrivals and in
containers from around the world ensures that the next outbreak of an
insect pest of agriculture or invasion by a disease vector is inevitable,
despite the best efforts of government.

Over the past five years your editor has tried to reflect some of this
range of interests in the publications issued. Thanks must go to the
many regular contributors for the quality of their submissions and the
interesting information they have provided. My particular thanks go to
those unsung heroes, the amateur entomologists, who sacrifice their
evenings and weekends to pursue their passion, and who provide
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information which is not only fascinating but a valuable repository for
future workers. The value of such baseline information in incalculable.
My thanks also to Dr Robert Hoare and others who have assiduously
spotted my textual mistakes. It is time for me to hand the reins to a
younger person. May the next 50 issues be as valuable.



